
 
 
 

NEWTOWN  ROTARY CLUB 
CHARTERED 1939. SPONSOR: BRIDGEPORT ROTARY CLUB. 

BULLETIN #79/80.  May 23, 2010 
 

               
 

 

 

 

   

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

  MAY PROGRAM : 

May 24, Club Assembly ï Club Vision Special. 

SATURDAY 29
th
: Dorothy Day Hospitality 

House. 

SATURDAY 29
th
 Lions Club Duck race and 

Tug of War Challenge. 

NO MEETING ON MEMORIAL DAY MAY 

31
st
 

JUNE PROGRAM:  
JUNE IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIP MONTH  

MONDAY 7
th
: Students of the Month 

MONDAY 14
th
: Light the Night ï Ginny Chion. 

MONDAY 21
st
: Pomperaug Watershed 

Coalition; Jim Belden 

 

                           MONDAY JUNE 28
th
: 

 Pass the Gavel ï Gala Dinner at Mona Lisa 

Restaurant. 

 

 

IN THIS DOUBLE EDITION:  

Reports on meetings since April 26: 

 

District Conference Awards Received. 

 

Vision Planning: The Next Five Years: 

 

Golf Committee roll out Plans for 2010ôs 

major Fundraiser>: 



 
 
 

 

 

 

Newtownôs Chief of Police; Michael Kehoe paid us a visit in April, 

and updated us with the state of Policing in the Town; not sure the 

Speaker Book being presented here was really the most appropriate 

title  òLaw Enforcement Managementò ï may be that could be a text 

book for the Police Commission! 

 

 
President Bill conducts business during our óoffsiteô meeting at 

Newtown Fitness Club ï ClubNewFit at the first meeting in May 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ClubNewFit owner; Penny Tavar gave us the tour and some food for 

thought in the floor exercise room! The Club has just completed 

extensive renovations and has brought in several new items of 

equipment. 

 

 
Past President Alan Clavette presented proceeds from last yearôs 

Golf tournament to the Major Beneficiary Newtown Youth and 

Family Services. 

The 2010 Golf Committee is already working on this yearôs 

tournament; hear more at our Club Assembly on May 24
th
. 

One change this year we will not have a specific beneficiary; all 

proceeds will go to the Newtown Club Foundation to fund the 

multitude of projects and groups that we support during the Year. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
At our Meeting on May 10 we welcomed the GSE team from District 

9250 in South Africa. It was also a Joint Meeting with the Brookfield 

Club: here the SA Team leader Andre Brandmuller exchanges 

banners with President Bill and Brookfieldôs president Bob Banasik. 

 
Everyone gets a banner! The five team members whose 

classifications included beer manufacturing; mining; teaching; 

manager of an HIV/Aids Clinic and a pediatrician. It is sad to note 

that this will be the last GSE team to visit our District as the 

program under the new RI Vision Grants is being replaced by a new 

concept of Vision Training Teams, which will focus on specialized 

topics such as training need in hospitals; agricultural projects and 

other óhands onô type activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE APRIL 30  ï MAY 3, 2010 

BURLINGTON VT  

This yearôs conference celebrating District Governor Colin 

Gershonôs year was attended by a team of five from Newtown; Bill 

& Evelyn Watts, Margaret & Brian Amey and President Bill 

Calderara: Bill collected six awards on behalf of the Club: 

We qualified for the two prestigious citations; RI Presidents and 

DGôs. We also picked up the Best Vocational Project Award for the 

Student of the Month Awards, now over ten years old. Also the 

Significant Achievement award for our Media Coverage, thanks to 

Past President Larry Gardner. We also received recognition for our 

Literacy programs, in fact one of those projects ñDislecksia the 

Movieò has been submitted for a RI Zone Award. We hope to have 

Harvey Hubble back to see us shortly for an update with this 

project. Finally we qualified for the District Governors 

Environmental Award, recognizing our óGreenô efforts with the 

Rotary Park, the Make a difference Day and the Catalogue project 

that Adam Harrison launched in the winter. 

All the Awards will be on display at the Passing of the Gavel later in 

June. Congratulations to the Club and all the chairs that made all 

these things happen. 

 

   
Saturday May 29is the Tug of Way challenge with the Lions Club; 

Team Rotaryôs coach Pat Kelley hope you are in training and need 

you to sign up this week for what has become an annual event! 

Team Rotary are current champions, letôs keep it that way! 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
Club appoints two Honorary Members. 

At the May Students of the Month Awards night President Bill 

appointed Karen King and Tony Salvatore as Honorary Members. 

Very familiar to the Club, we have worked with Karen a Reed 

School Teacher over the years with various projects; Pencils for 

Peace in Kosovo; and the Budabarum Pen Pal project with the 

Liberian Refugees, which has developed into the latest project in 

Liberia the New Sight Eye Clinic in Moravia. Karen gave us an 

initial review of that project at the May Student night. The other 

familiar face in the above picture; Tony Salvatore will be handing 

over the reigns of the Student of the Month program to Al Finelli, 

next season. More about Tony in due course. 

MAY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Bekim Bomova 9

th
 grader from Newtown High listens with pride to 

his citation. 

 
Julianna Sansonetti 8

th
 grader from St Rose of Lima school hear her 

citation from her teacher. 

 
Lindsay Fuori 8

th
 grader was the winner from the Middle school 

 



 
 
 

 

 
Dennis (Jack) OôBrien was the 7

th
 grade winner from the Middle 

School 

 
Lauren Granville  was one of two 5

th
 grade winners from Reed 

School, listens intently to her Assistant Principal Tony Salvatore 

read her citation. 

 

 

 

 

Watch for the new style newsletter with the first edition in June. 

Contributions are always welcome to 

griffonspi tfire2000@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Madilyn Cole the other 5

th
 grader from Reed School hears her 

citation. 

Congratulations to all of Mayôs Students they certainly have 

maintained the standard of awardees that have now numbered well 

over 500 in the ten years of this program. 

 

 
Karen King sets the picture for the New Sight Eye Clinic, the Club is 

seeking a Global Vision Grant with the Sinkor Club in Liberia. 
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